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10 August 2020 
 
Dear Secretary of State 
 
We are writing to call on the Government to introduce an enhanced Gift Aid scheme to support the work 
of charities during this difficult time. 
 
Such a measure would be a great help to church groups and other Catholic charities, who help to 
support some of the most vulnerable people in our society. 
 
The Catholic Church has a long history of helping those in need, particularly in times of crisis. 
 
We are grateful for the support already given to the voluntary sector during the pandemic. The £750 
million package of support, particularly the £200 million Coronavirus Community Support Fund, has 
given many charities a vital lifeline during this crisis. However, charities continue to face huge financial 
pressures and more support is urgently needed. 
 
As we begin the task of getting our country back on its feet, it’s clear that the work of many charities is 
needed more than ever.  
 
In many cases, it is charities – particularly faith groups – that can reach people who are most in need 
of support. This has been seen in London through the work of the Central London Catholic Churches 
in supporting rough sleepers during the pandemic. 
 
Charities face extraordinary demand for their services, and yet they also face extraordinary pressures. 
Many church groups and other Catholic charities are reporting a fall in income and fewer volunteers, at 
precisely the time their work is most needed. They face a perfect storm, which could force some to 
close their doors. 
 
One way the Government could help is through introducing an enhanced Gift Aid scheme, so that every 
£1 donated to charity has the greatest possible benefit.  
 
As you know, there are a number of suggestions for how an enhanced Gift Aid scheme could operate. 
The Treasury previously operated a Gift Aid scheme based on 28p for every £1 donated. We are aware 
of the campaign led by the Institute of Fundraising, and others, which is calling for the rate to increase 
to 33p for the next two years. 
 
Our priority is to see an enhanced Gift Aid scheme introduced as soon as possible, so that charities 
can begin to benefit immediately. 
 
There has never been a more urgent time to make this change. 
 
The Government has been generous in responding to the needs of other groups and sections of society 
during this pandemic. It’s time that charities got a fair deal. 
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We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 
 
Nigel Parker 
Director, The Catholic Union of Great Britain 

 
Philip McCarthy 
Chief Executive Officer, Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN) 
 

 
Rt Rev Richard Moth 
Bishop of Arundel and Brighton 
Chair, Catholic Bishops Conference Department for Social Justice  
 
 
cc. Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
 


