Richard Collyer-Hamlin, Chair of the Catholic Union, AGM 4 November 2025.
Thank you all for your membership and your contribution to the life of the Catholic Union.

The Catholic Union focuses on the three Es: Education, Engagement and Encouragement. We seek
to share the teachings of the Faith among our lay brothers and sisters, and in wider society; we work
to engage at local and national level with a multitude of groups, individuals and institutions, to
support the work of the Bishops of England & Wales and Scotland; and, perhaps most importantly,
the Union seeks to motivate our vast national lay community to get involved in the Public Square for
the Common Good.

I am immensely grateful to the generosity of our members and supporters. Donations have been
coming in throughout the year and without these very little would be possible. The Catholic Union
community includes those who give of their time as volunteers, those who share their professional
expertise, those who are members of the Catholic Union of Great Britain and those who are
members of the St Thomas More Circle. All of this generosity is deeply appreciated and | would like
to express my thanks again to each and every one of you.

Of course, our work this year quite rightly centred on the continuing fight against the threat of legal
assisted suicide in this country. Baroness Hollins has been at the forefront of the campaign in the
House of Lords and our Vice Presidents and Former Presidents have done enormous work in both
Houses. The Catholic Union has used all channels available to help educate and persuade, including
an expert panel here at Farm Street last November and a webinar in April with leading Catholic
medics. We have had letters published in the national press, attended hundreds of hours of meetings
with a range of other groups, we have work closely with the Bishops’ Conference and other church
agencies, we have had a presence on rallies, we have co-ordinated with Catholics in Scotland,
specialist papers have been published by members of the Catholic Union family, and
parliamentarians have been briefed and encouraged individually and collectively. Many hundreds of
our members have written to their MPs and galvanised support in their parishes and schools. It is
important to remember that when this threat originally presented itself, many of our lawmakers did
not have a formed view on the matter, so careful and reasoned information will have brought many
of them to our side. We are not there yet but | like to think that, within the resources we have, a
decent contribution has been made by the Catholic Union community to this most serious of issues.

We held a well-attended reception for Parliamentarians in May and it was very good to meet with
Catholic lawmakers from across the political spectrum. Charles Wookey gave a superb talk on
Catholic Social Teaching and we heartily welcomed Fr Christopher Colven to his role as Catholic
Chaplain to Parliament.

2025 has been a very full year of “public education” events. Our events are free of charge and
anyone may attend. Yes, the Catholic Union exists to encourage Catholics to get involved but it is
equally important for us to look outward and engage with others. Our ever-popular pub talks have
included speakers from Lord Glasman to Andy Keen-Downs CBE; our Summer Gathering was held at



Worth Abbey to coincide with their 50th anniversary celebrations and, since last year’s AGM, we
have had two Craigmyle Lectures — given by Professor Tom Shakespeare and Lord Lemos. Both of
these were outstanding talks given by national leaders in their field.

We are building relationships with all four Catholic universities in England. For many years, there has
been strong collaboration between St Mary’s Twickenham and the Catholic Union. We are now also
working with Liverpool Hope, Leeds Trinity and Birmingham Newman and we will do all we can to
support their important missions.

Our first event north of the border for many years was held at the Gillis Centre in Edinburgh in

September. | am grateful to CCLA for their support and St Mary’s University for hosting us. We have
been getting to know the wonderful bishops of Scotland and also the many Catholic MSPs. In 2026,
we hope to have a Scottish Committee up and to be running and holding further events in Scotland.

The 2026 programme is already developing — we have some excellent talks and webinars in planning;
we will be holding our Summer Gathering at an exciting venue and much more besides. Priorities
include connecting with more individual parishes and working with schools and university
chaplaincies. We will continue the battle against assisted suicide and supporting Catholic
parliamentarians in all three parliaments on the issues of the day.

As a leadership team, we look forward to the next 12 months with hope, enthusiasm and a renewed
commitment to you, our fellow members, that we will not rest from our efforts to support the
Catholic Church in this country and every one of its people.



